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Claire V. Projects
Children Center of Happiness Orphanage (CCH)

This amazing organization takes in orphans
and children living on the garbage belt in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia. The CCH provides
room, board, and an education for all of
the children at the orphanage, as well as
vaccines, food and clothing for those who
still live on the landfills.

Business Council for Peace (BPeace)

Laura Bradford, Designer and Founder of Claire V., is a member of
the Council’s Executive Committee. BPeace is a U.N.-sponsored
group of businesswomen committed to achieving peace by
training women in post-conflict regions in how to run their own
business and access international markets. BPeace's work has been
featured in Marie Claire magazine, People magazine, and by CNN.

peace

BPeace is currently working with a group of 18 Afghan women, helping them develop
businesses in their war-torn country. These new businesses currently employ over 800
women fields ranging from textiles to trucking.

To kick off this project, BPeace sent 7 of its members on a training mission to Kabul,
Afghanistan in early 2005. While there, Laura Bradford taught the Afghan group several
courses in finance and manufacturing. Her “Product Development and Quality Control”
course was voted a favorite among the women.

In June 2005, BPeace hosted the “Style Road Trip’, bringing 12 Afghan women to New
York City to take classes at The Fashion Institute of Technology and work directly with
design houses such as Eileen Fisher and DKNY. The trip was funded through corporate
donations and a grant from the U.S. State Department. The goal of the trip was to help
the Afghan businesswomen gain an understanding of the fashion industry and how to
market their textile arts within the industry.

As a continuation of the BPeace project, Claire V. has recently begun an initiative to bring
the exquisite needlework of Afghan widows to the world market by collaborating on two
handbag designs (see the following Roanoke Times article).

Sustainable Cambodia (www.sustainablecambodia.org)

Claire V. is a sponsor of this grassroots program that encourages Cambodians to transform
their communities from impoverished to empowered by supporting environmental
initiatives, health care, education, economic growth and social responsibility.
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From left, Daryn Beck, Claire ¥ ownir Laura Bradierd, Rangina Hamic, Jennifer fen and Malanie Mabey collasborato on an smibscedeny
style for & new handbag sesign Wednesday af Claire W's headguariers in Roancke, Hamidi brought emibrosdery samples from
Afghanistan, Tha fabeic is from Pakistan, the thread from India. The firsl products. are assembled in Vietnam, though mest af Claine s
bags are made in Cambodia, using lair irade practices.

Stitch in the right direction

A Roanoke handbag
designer has ties to an
embroden business
owner in Afghanistan.

By Jemnry Kincaid
TR T e ST LT
aL-3335

Conflict in the Middle
East didm't keep Rangina
Hamidh rom feturning o
her Afghanistan homeland

She was born i Kanda
har, bur her family maved o
Virginia after Hamidi was
threatened by war-relared
[ ] r.llr g D schonl in
Pakisian.

After Hamidi gradaated
fram the University of Vir
ginia five years ago, she
moved back to Kandahar,
wheere the Taliban had been
ousted by U5, military
Eoa) 18

There, she founded an
embroidery business that
employs abniar 3060 woumen
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whic work at homo.

Mow, a Roanoke basiness
and am indernaticnal poace
arganlzation are helping
Hamidi Bubld economle vi
tality for ber employecs in
Eamdahar

Earfier this moath, Hami-
dl, 27, met Laura Bradford,
whia ig-\.'|'|-|,'-..1q_|rul of Cladre V.
a business headgquartered at
e 1:.|||||_'||:|.'| Ave, in
downltown Hoanoke, Claire
W desipns and sells silk
hamdbags and other acces
sories. The handbags are
mamiklsctared in Vietnam
and at a iraining center for
lamdmine wictiims i Lam
bodia.

At least 10 percent of
Claire W™ ales go [ educa
tion and bealth prograns in
Southeast Asia

Bradiord is on the exoo
tive council of the Business
Council for Feace, a Linked
Mathsns-aponscsred groap ol
professionals who akl fe-
mile business leaders in
war-torn Couifes

The nonprofit council

CLAIRE V

Ranging Hamid gfachinbed
fraen thi Universidy of Winginia
thien mrszrvesd back to Kandahar,
Afghanistan, whens sl
Brvighinys P00 wormnaen in hee
MrEroEEry busineas.

was creabed in M2, amd s
METhers are nmeemors w i
belp women market their
products pationally and in
fernationally. They also help
them raise funds for raw
materials and develap

husiness mindelc

The council serves wom
en in Afghanistan and
Ewanda and lsraclis and
Palestinlans im the Middle
East. Afghanistan s the
council's most dew L'Ellr\ll.'d
program, &ad Tonl .I\[JII.H'JI':-.
chalrwoman of the counsil,
which aleo iz called Bpesce

Hamldl i+ one of the 22
Adpham womsen supported by
the council, and she fiis the
|_.;r|'.|,;p|". leader model. T
works with “(asd runmers,”
wormsen who already operate
their own buasinosses, be
cause they “are in the bes
wasdblon to coeaie pobs,” Ma
|-'-||.1'-:.' said

Hamidi amd Bradiord met
at a New Yook procl et de
velopment and style fraiming
convention spansored by the
counetl this moath I by
wiked out 3 deal 1o imveve
Haraidits busipess, Bandahar
Trexsure, with Claire ¥V

Hamidi's |."'II'|r"||l:||.'-c"\-
wisubd embrolder designs for
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tw new Claire W h..l].::i: A yoga h"‘F
that is Lange enough to canp.' 4 vopEa
mat, and an evening bag. “The bags
will be produced i Vietam.

Claire V i a lair trade company,
whiel meand it fdlows internation-
al trade prin;‘ip].,-.:. such ns paving
producers a Heing wage,

Hamidi said it originally did not
oecour to her thae E;lndbug winrk
swould fit info her business’ prodisct
line, She sells embroidered prod-
el such ax shawls and tablecboths,
at fairs in Kabul apd ar other na-
tional events.

After restructuring her business
plan throagh Bpeace, Hamidi wardts
to sell home-related uets, such
as pillows, wall hangings and table-
cloths, internatinnally,

When she pers back 1o Kapdahar,
she sakl. she would like to open 3
store in Kabul in scll clorhing and
other Mems used in iraditional Af-
ghan weddings

Hamadi has a vision to make ber
business seli-sustaining. She is sup-
ported by grants and individial do-
mations now, Uleimately, she wants
women in Kapdahar o enjoy
ISR,

STEPSS 1T AT 1 o Ramiraiay Tt
Embecedornd samgles frem
Afghanisian are discussed during &
desinn beam meeting at Claire Vs
heacigquarters in Raancke.

The effects of Taliban rule still
linger there. Many women will not
verluee auwl of their homes (o work,
Hamuidi saad

“Wamen arfe afraid to really have

—

STITCH: ]5651_gn.5 with motive, for pmﬁt—

a presence in an all-male-dominared
society,” she said. "Most of the
women who can now work are
products of the war.”

But Hambdl weni back to her
hovmeland to create opportunitics.
and she sabd she'd feel guilty if she
returned o the United Stanes
permanently.

When her family fed Afghani-
atan, “1 left the misery that 1 would
have been living undier.”

MNow, “I feel theres an obligation
to fulfill by givieg hack what 1
gained, * she said,

Meanwhile, Clakre YW's presence
conlifscd to grow, s handbags can
be found in some falty bou-
tigques nationally, including ar vao
Roanoke Valley stores, Millke & Co
in Salem and Plantagenst BRose (0
Saulhwest Koanoke,

The company also has expanded
its European marker (o abour W
afores and a showeosom in Amsier
dam. Metherlands, for German dis
iribistors. [ also sells bags onlineg,
sisch as gt theknot.com, a wedding
Wieh "iil:l.'.

O tha Met
W Cliifev com.

Weaving silk on hand loom

Hand stitching a shoulder bag

-877-CLAIRE-7 CLAIR



Claire V. FAQ’s

Why is Claire V. interested in preserving the art of hand-woven silk?

Weaving is a tradition in many parts of Cambodia. Girls learn how to weave at an early age from
their mothers and grandmothers. Often the whole family participates in weaving silk. Claire V.
wants to promote the village weaving tradition so women can work and take care of their families
at the same time, instead of leaving the countryside and working in garment factories in the cities.

How does Claire V. decide which Cambodian organizations to employ?

Claire V. producers offer training and work to the disabled, most of whom are landmine victims or

polio disabled. These organizations provide employees with skills and fair wages that enable them
to make a living to sustain themselves and their families. More importantly, working in a support-
ive environment helps them learn to live with dignity. Besides offering skills and work opportuni-

ties to the disabled, Claire V. also encourages its suppliers to seek additional customers when they
can so that they can grow sustainable businesses.

What are some of the most pressing needs of the Cambodian people and what else does Claire
V do to help?

Many Cambodians cannot meet their basic survival needs for shelter and food. Over two thousand
people live and work in the biggest waste dump on the outskirts of the capital of Cambodia, most
making an average of $1 a day picking garbage and selling it to the recyclers. Among these work-
ers, more than four hundred are children. Last year alone, more than 10 children were buried alive
under mounds of collapsed garbage. Seeing this has motivated Claire V. to support orphanages
such as CCH that can take the children out of the landfills and give them food, basic health care,
and an education. Since the summer of 2002, Claire V. has cosponsored tetanus and MMR shots
for over 400 children living in the landfill. Additionally, Claire V. started a project that offers sewing
and other vocational skills training for older children that live in the landfill. Claire V. reimburses
families for their childrens’ daily work wages so they can take classes instead of work.

What distinguishes the Viethamese-made bags from ones made in Cambodia?

Most of the Vietnamese-produced bags feature embroidery, an art not widely practiced in
Cambodia. Claire V. has featured several distinguished embroidery patterns in its bags, including
the widely popular Wisteria and the Goldie. The stitching on these bags is intricate - each bag can
take up to 20 hours to make.

Where does the inspiration for the bags come from?

Many themes are reflected in Claire V. bags. The Wisteria pattern was fashioned after Laura’s
childhood wallpaper, while the popular Audrey bag was inspired by Audrey Hepburn. Most of
Claire Vs designs feature at least one unmistakably feminine feature, whether it be bows, pleats or
flowers. While many handbag designers capitalize on the latest fads, Claire V. designs boast classic
style and simple lines. A Claire V. bag can either complete the look or be the look. Our goal is to
make each handbag a wearable piece of art.

What else does Claire V. make besides purses?

The current Claire V. line includes handbags, shoulder bags, evening bags & clutches, business totes,
laptop cases, diaper bags, baby booties, cosmetic cases, jewelry & lipstick cases, lingerie & shoe
bags, eyeglass cases, and scarves.
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